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NATIONAL DISABILITY SERVICES — ACROD PARKING PERMITS 
Statement by Member for Kingsley 

MS A.R. MITCHELL (Kingsley — Parliamentary Secretary) [12.07 pm]: I inform the house of an 
announcement made by the Minister for Disability Services earlier today regarding free ACROD parking 
permits. The ACROD parking program has operated in Western Australia for 20 years. The disability parking 
program supports Western Australians with significant mobility restrictions to enjoy greater independence when 
out and about in the community by providing the opportunity to park in accessible parking bays. Currently, about 
67 000 Western Australians have an ACROD parking permit. To be eligible for a disability parking permit, a 
person must meet one of three criteria: the person is unable to walk and always requires the use of a wheelchair; 
the person’s ability to walk is severely restricted by a permanent medical condition or disability; or the person’s 
ability to walk is severely restricted by a temporary medical condition or disability. ACROD parking bays are 
wider than the usual parking bay to enable people with mobility restrictions to open the car door to its full extent 
and to have room to unload a wheelchair or walking frame where applicable. A permit currently costs $20 for 
two years. The state government, as a state election commitment, has allocated $3.7 million over four years to 
meet the cost of disability parking—ACROD—permits to eligible people who require an accessible parking bay. 
This important initiative will take effect for all permits issued from 1 December 2013 and will assist many 
thousands of Western Australians living with disability and mobility limitations. It will be particularly helpful 
for people on low or fixed incomes. The parking program is administered by National Disability Services WA.  

This is a small but important part of the government’s strong commitment to people with disability, their 
families and carers. We have seen an increase of 10.2 per cent, or $58.9 million, in funding for disability services 
in 2013–14 when compared to last year. In 2013–14 the total budget for disability services from the Western 
Australian government has reached $797.7 million.  
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